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love he so ardently desired, and all the comfort Mousta could give
him on the subject was that at least she loved no one else, and
with that he had to content himself. But he determined that, come
what might, he would delay no longer, but attempt the great under-
taking for which he had come so far. When he went to take leave
of the King and Queen they entreated him not to go, as they had
just heard that Prince Fadasse, and all who accompanied him, had
perished in the snow; but he persisted in his resolve. As for
Sabella, she gave him her hand to kiss with precisely the same
gracious indifference as she had given it to him the first time
they met. It happened that this farewell took place before the

whole Court, and so great a favourite had Prince ManniMn become
that they were all indignant at the coldness with which the Princess
treated him.

Finally the King said to him :

* Prince, you have constantly refused all the gifts which, in my
gratitude for your invaluable services, I have offered to you, but I
wish the Princess to present you with her cloak of marten's for,
and that I hope you will not reject!' Now this was a splendid fur
mantle which the Princess was very fond of wearing, not so much
because she felt cold, as that its richness set off to perfection the
delicate tints of her complexion and the brilliant gold of he* hair.
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